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Homemade Texas

From: Kathy Perez <KPerez@pasadenatx.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 1:50 PM
To: Homemade Texas
Cc: pct3@pct3.com; judge.hidalgo@harriscountytx.gov; 

mayes.middleton@senate.texas.gov; dennis.paul@house.texas.gov; 
Comm_Ellis@cp1.hctx.net; commissioner@pct2.hctx.net; service@hcp4.net; 
lois.kolkhorst@senate.texas.gov; lacey.hull@house.texas.gov; Chris Steinbach

Subject: Re: Sampling under the Texas Cottage Food Law as of September 1, 2025

Ms. Masters, 
 
Upon receipt of your letter on October 21, 2025, this department contacted the Department of State 
Health Services (DSHS) on October 22, 2025, to obtain clarification on SB 541 and Texas Health and 
Safety Code Sec. 437.020(c) and intent of the statutes.   
 
The questions in your email pertaining to this matter are provided below in red text with answers provided 
below each question. 
 
1. Immediate written clarification that Pasadena inspectors will permit sampling by cottage food 
producers in accordance with SB 541 and §437.020(c);  
 
After receiving the sampling clarification from DSHS on 10.22.25, the department conducted food 
inspector training to inform staff of updated sampling requirements.   
 
2. Confirmation that inspectors will cease prohibiting sampling based on requirements not found in 
Texas law;  
 
Inspectors have been trained to not prohibit sampling.  Exceptions may include when a Cottage Food 
Production Operation is observed to be dispensing products not in compliance with state statutes 
and/or are being handled in an unsanitary manner. 
 
3. Prompt retraining of inspection staff to prevent further misapplication of the law. Continued 
misinterpretation of Texas statute exposes the department to potential legal issues, while inflicting 
financial harm on law-abiding businesses that the Texas cottage food law was expressly designed to 
protect. 
 
On October 25, 2025, inspector again ordered a cottage food producer, Mery Ford, owner of “Rum 
Cakes”, to stop sampling, this time on entirely different grounds: that her samples were “not in enclosed 
containers.” Ms. Ford reports that approximately ten (10) cottage food vendors were also ordered to stop 
sampling at the event. Once again, inspectors prevented vendors from engaging in conduct that is 
expressly legal under state law, causing immediate and predictable financial harm. For many cottage 
food businesses, sampling is the primary driver of sales at public events, and both Ms. Ford and Ms. 
McConathy experienced reduced revenue as a direct result of these unlawful directives.  
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Regarding the Mistletoe Market, there was one vendor by the name of "We Can Sew It" who was 
addressed by the inspector regarding the samples being offered.  However, the product in question was 
hot cocoa and not rum cakes.  The inspector has been instructed that under the new legislation, samples 
are allowed as long as operations are done so in a sanitary manner and in compliance with the statutes. 
 
Thank you for reaching out regarding the department's processes for Cottage Food Production 
Operations.  The City of Pasadena Health Department strives to remain current on all laws and we are 
diligent in providing our citizens and business owners with updated and accurate information to build 
supportive and collaborative relationships.  This department continuously trains its staff to ensure 
consistency in interpretation and application of laws and regularly seeks guidance from DSHS on 
regulatory matters, including legislative updates.   
 
In closing, the City of Pasadena Health Department is committed to ensuring safe food products are 
provided to consumers and done so in accordance with applicable laws.  The food inspection team will 
be made aware of your letters and the concerns that were addressed in order to eliminate any 
misinformation regarding the cottage food laws. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Kathy Perez, R.S. 
Public Health Manager  
City of Pasadena Health Department 
713.475.5529 

 
 
 

From: Homemade Texas <home@homemadetexas.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 7:54 AM 
To: Kathy Perez <KPerez@pasadenatx.gov> 
Cc: pct3@pct3.com <pct3@pct3.com>; judge.hidalgo@harriscountytx.gov <judge.hidalgo@harriscountytx.gov>; 
mayes.middleton@senate.texas.gov <mayes.middleton@senate.texas.gov>; dennis.paul@house.texas.gov 
<dennis.paul@house.texas.gov>; Comm_Ellis@cp1.hctx.net <Comm_Ellis@cp1.hctx.net>; commissioner@pct2.hctx.net 
<commissioner@pct2.hctx.net>; service@hcp4.net <service@hcp4.net>; lois.kolkhorst@senate.texas.gov 
<lois.kolkhorst@senate.texas.gov>; lacey.hull@house.texas.gov <lacey.hull@house.texas.gov>; Chris Steinbach 
<chris.steinbach@senate.texas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Sampling under the Texas Cottage Food Law as of September 1, 2025  
  
Ms. Perez, 
  
Since my initial letter to you on October 21, there have been two more reported instances of your department’s 
employees either incorrectly preventing cottage food producers from sampling, or adding requirements for 
sampling not found in Texas statute. Please read the attached letter for details. I respectfully request confirmation 
in writing prior to this upcoming weekend’s markets that your inspectors will allow cottage food sampling in 
accordance with SB 541 and Texas Health and Safety Sec. 437.020(c).  
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Sincerely,  
  

 
  
   

Kelley Masters 
Board President 
Email : home@homemadetexas.org 
Phone : 737-312-8444 
Web : homemadetexas.org 
Facebook : facebook.com/homemadetexas 
  
  

  
  
From: Homemade Texas  
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 12:47 PM 
To: kperez@pasadenatx.gov 
Cc: pct3@pct3.com; judge.hidalgo@harriscountytx.gov; mayes.middleton@senate.texas.gov; 
dennis.paul@house.texas.gov; Comm_Ellis@cp1.hctx.net; commissioner@pct2.hctx.net; service@hcp4.net 
Subject: Sampling under the Texas Cottage Food Law as of September 1, 2025 
  
Dear Ms. Perez, 
  
Please read the attached letter regarding an incident this past weekend at the “Bayside Bazaar” event regarding a 
cottage food vendor who was lawfully attempting to give out samples of her food.  I look forward to your response. 
  
Warm regards, 
  

 
  
   

Kelley Masters 
Board President 
Email : home@homemadetexas.org 
Phone : 737-312-8444 
Web : homemadetexas.org 
Facebook : facebook.com/homemadetexas 
  
  

  
  
 

Disclaimer 
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and 
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email 
security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, 
compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human 
error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website. 


